
New Mexico Water Laws 
 
Chapter 72, Article 1- Water Rights in General 

 72 NM ST Art. 1, Refs & Annos  

 § 72–1–1. Natural Waters; Public  

 § 72–1–2. Water Rights; Appurtenant to Land; Priorities 

 § 72–1–2.1. Water Rights; Change in Ownership; Filing and Recording; Constructive Notice 

 § 72–1–2.2. Legislative Findings; Declaration of Purpose 

 § 72–1–2.3. Lower Pecos River Basin Below Sumner Lake Water Bank; Acequia and Community Ditch 
Water Banks; Interstate Stream Commission 

 § 72–1–2.4. Pecos River; Purpose; Conditions for Expenditures 

 § 72–1–2.6. Pecos River; Purchase of Additional Water Rights  

 § 72–1–3. Declaration of Water Rights Vested Prior to 1907; Form; Contents; Verification; Filing; Recording; 
Presumption 

 § 72–1–4. Declaration of Water Rights Vested Prior to 1907; Force and Effect of Prior Declaration 

 § 72–1–5. Eminent Domain; Entry on Property 

 § 72–1–7. Interfering with Traveler's Use of Water; Penalty § 72–1–7. Interfering with Traveler's Use of 
Water; Penalty   

 § 72–1–8. Camping, Trailer, Recreational or Motor Vehicle Parking Prohibited§ 72–1–8. Camping, Trailer, 
Recreational or Motor Vehicle Parking Prohibited   

 § 72–1–9. Municipal, County, Member-Owned Community Water Systems, School District and State 
University Water Development Plans; Preservation of Municipal, County and State University Water 
Supplies§ 72–1–9. Municipal, County, Member-Owned Community Water Systems, School District and 
State University Water Development Plans; Preservation of Municipal, County and State University Water 
Supplies   

 § 72–1–10. Water Utility Authority; Created; Membership; Administration of Utility§ 72–1–10. Water Utility 
Authority; Created; Membership; Administration of Utility   

 § 72–1–11. Indian Water Rights Settlements; Approval of Settlements; Reports§ 72–1–11. Indian Water 
Rights Settlements; Approval of Settlements; Reports   

 § 72–1–12. Indian Water Rights Settlement Fund§ 72–1–12. Indian Water Rights Settlement Fund   

 

Article 2. State Engineer 
72 NM ST Art. 2, Refs & Annos   

§ 72–2–1. Appointment; Removal; Qualifications; Duties; Office; Private Practice Prohibited§ 72–2–1. 
Appointment; Removal; Qualifications; Duties; Office; Private Practice Prohibited   

§ 72–2–2. Assistants; Salary§ 72–2–2. Assistants; Salary   

§ 72–2–3. Oath of Office; Bond§ 72–2–3. Oath of Office; Bond   

§ 72–2–4. Payment of Accounts§ 72–2–4. Payment of Accounts   

§ 72–2–5. Annual Report§ 72–2–5. Annual Report   

§ 72–2–6. Fees; Amount; Disposition§ 72–2–6. Fees; Amount; Disposition   

§ 72–2–7. Records to be Public; Certified Copies as Evidence§ 72–2–7. Records to be Public; Certified 
Copies as Evidence   

§ 72–2–8. Administrative Regulations, Codes, Instructions, Orders; Presumption of Correctness§ 72–2–8. 
Administrative Regulations, Codes, Instructions, Orders; Presumption of Correctness   

§ 72–2–9. Supervising Apportionment of Waters§ 72–2–9. Supervising Apportionment of Waters   

§ 72–2–9.1. Priority Administration; Expedited Water Marketing and Leasing; State Engineer§ 72–2–9.1. 
Priority Administration; Expedited Water Marketing and Leasing; State Engineer   



§ 72–2–9.2. Office of the State Engineer; Devices to Measure River Water§ 72–2–9.2. Office of the State 
Engineer; Devices to Measure River Water   

§ 72–2–10. Legal Advisers; Duties§ 72–2–10. Legal Advisers; Duties   

§ 72–2–11. Board of Water Commissioners Abolished; Pending Appeals§ 72–2–11. Board of Water 
Commissioners Abolished; Pending Appeals   

§ 72–2–12. Hearing Examiners§ 72–2–12. Hearing Examiners   

§ 72–2–13. Depositions, Written Interrogatories and Administrative Conferences§ 72–2–13. Depositions, 
Written Interrogatories and Administrative Conferences   

§ 72–2–14. Subpoena Power§ 72–2–14. Subpoena Power   

§ 72–2–15. Failure or Refusal to Comply with Subpoena; Refusal to Testify; Body Attachment; 
Contempt§ 72–2–15. Failure or Refusal to Comply with Subpoena; Refusal to Testify; Body Attachment; 
Contempt   

 § 72–2–16. Hearings Required Before Appeal§ 72–2–16. Hearings Required Before Appeal   

§ 72–2–17. Hearing; Notice; Conduct; Record§ 72–2–17. Hearing; Notice; Conduct; Record   

§ 72–2–18. State Engineer; Enforcement; Compliance Orders; Penalty§ 72–2–18. State Engineer; 
Enforcement; Compliance Orders; Penalty   

§ 72–2–19. Advanced Mapping Fund; Created§ 72–2–19. Advanced Mapping Fund; Created   

§ 72–2–20. Notice of Applications; Online Posting; Notice by Publication; Objections§ 72–2–20. Notice of 
Applications; Online Posting; Notice by Publication; Objections   

  

Article 16. Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo 
Flood Control 

 § 72–16–1. Short Title   

 § 72–16–2. Legislative Declaration§ 72–16–2. Legislative Declaration   

 § 72–16–3. Decision of Board or Governing Body Final§ 72–16–3. Decision of Board or Governing 
Body Final   

 § 72–16–4. Definitions§ 72–16–4. Definitions   

 § 72–16–5. Creation of Authority§ 72–16–5. Creation of Authority   

 § 72–16–6. Boundaries of Authority§ 72–16–6. Boundaries of Authority   

 § 72–16–7. Provision for Remonstrances§ 72–16–7. Provision for Remonstrances   

 § 72–16–8. Board of Directors§ 72–16–8. Board of Directors   

 § 72–16–9. Appointment of First Board§ 72–16–9. Appointment of First Board   

 § 72–16–10. Election of Directors§ 72–16–10. Election of Directors   

 § 72–16–11. Nomination of Directors§ 72–16–11. Nomination of Directors   

 § 72–16–12. Filling Vacancies on Board§ 72–16–12. Filling Vacancies on Board   

 § 72–16–13. Organizational Meetings§ 72–16–13. Organizational Meetings   

 § 72–16–14. Board's Administrative Powers§ 72–16–14. Board's Administrative Powers   

 § 72–16–15. Records of Board§ 72–16–15. Records of Board   

 § 72–16–16. Meetings of Board§ 72–16–16. Meetings of Board   

 § 72–16–16.1. Joint Powers Agreement Authorized§ 72–16–16.1. Joint Powers Agreement 
Authorized   

 § 72–16–17. Compensation of Directors§ 72–16–17. Compensation of Directors   



 § 72–16–18. Interest in Contracts and Property Disqualifications§ 72–16–18. Interest in 
Contracts and Property Disqualifications   

 § 72–16–19. Flood Control System; Hearings Thereon§ 72–16–19. Flood Control System; 
Hearings Thereon   

 § 72–16–20. Implementing Powers§ 72–16–20. Implementing Powers   

 § 72–16–21. Protection of Property Rights§ 72–16–21. Protection of Property Rights   

 § 72–16–22. Additional Powers of the Authority§ 72–16–22. Additional Powers of the Authority   

 § 72–16–23. Levy and Collection of Taxes§ 72–16–23. Levy and Collection of Taxes   

 § 72–16–24. Levies to Cover Deficiencies§ 72–16–24. Levies to Cover Deficiencies   

 § 72–16–25. Sinking Fund§ 72–16–25. Sinking Fund   

 § 72–16–26. Manner of Levying and Collecting Taxes§ 72–16–26. Manner of Levying and 
Collecting Taxes   

 § 72–16–27. Delinquent Taxes§ 72–16–27. Delinquent Taxes   

 § 72–16–28. Elections§ 72–16–28. Elections   

  § 72-16-29. Repealed by L. 2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.§ 72-16-29. Repealed by L. 
2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.   

  § 72-16-30. Repealed by L. 2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.§ 72-16-30. Repealed by L. 
2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.   

  § 72-16-31. Repealed by L. 2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.§ 72-16-31. Repealed by L. 
2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.   

  § 72-16-32. Repealed by L. 2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.§ 72-16-32. Repealed by L. 
2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.   

  § 72-16-33. Repealed by L. 2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.§ 72-16-33. Repealed by L. 
2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.   

  § 72-16-34. Repealed by L. 2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.§ 72-16-34. Repealed by L. 
2018, Ch. 79, § 175, eff. July 1, 2018.   

 § 72–16–35. Dissolution of Authority§ 72–16–35. Dissolution of Authority   

 § 72–16–36. Filing of Dissolution Resolution§ 72–16–36. Filing of Dissolution Resolution   

 § 72–16–37. Disposition of Property, Funds and Taxes of Authority§ 72–16–37. Disposition of 
Property, Funds and Taxes of Authority   

 § 72–16–38. Powers of Public Bodies§ 72–16–38. Powers of Public Bodies   

 § 72–16–39. Effect of Extraterritorial Functions§ 72–16–39. Effect of Extraterritorial Functions   

 § 72–16–40. Forms of Borrowing§ 72–16–40. Forms of Borrowing  

 § 72–16–41. Issuance of Notes§ 72–16–41. Issuance of Notes   

 § 72–16–42. Issuance of Warrants§ 72–16–42. Issuance of Warrants   

 § 72–16–43. Maturities of Notes and Warrants§ 72–16–43. Maturities of Notes and Warrants   

 § 72–16–44. Issuance of Bonds and Incurrence of Debt§ 72–16–44. Issuance of Bonds and Incurrence of 
Debt   

 § 72–16–45. Issuance of Temporary Bonds§ 72–16–45. Issuance of Temporary Bonds   

 § 72–16–46. Issuance of Interim Debentures§ 72–16–46. Issuance of Interim Debentures   

 § 72–16–47. Payment of Securities§ 72–16–47. Payment of Securities   

 § 72–16–48. Additionally Secured Securities§ 72–16–48. Additionally Secured Securities   

 § 72–16–49. Pledge of Revenues§ 72–16–49. Pledge of Revenues   

 § 72–16–50. Ranking Among Different Issues§ 72–16–50. Ranking Among Different Issues   

 § 72–16–51. Ranking Among Securities of Same Issue§ 72–16–51. Ranking Among Securities of Same 
Issue   

 § 72–16–52. Payment Recital in Securities§ 72–16–52. Payment Recital in Securities   



 § 72–16–53. Incontestable Recital in Securities§ 72–16–53. Incontestable Recital in Securities   

 § 72–16–54. Limitations upon Payment of Securities§ 72–16–54. Limitations upon Payment of Securities   

 § 72–16–55. Limitations upon Incurring Any Debt§ 72–16–55. Limitations upon Incurring Any Debt   

 § 72–16–56. Security Details§ 72–16–56. Security Details   

 § 72–16–57. Capitalization of Costs§ 72–16–57. Capitalization of Costs   

 § 72–16–58. Other Security Details§ 72–16–58. Other Security Details   

 § 72–16–59. Reissuance of Securities§ 72–16–59. Reissuance of Securities   

 § 72–16–60. Negotiability§ 72–16–60. Negotiability   

 § 72–16–61. Single Bonds§ 72–16–61. Single Bonds   

 § 72–16–62. Lost or Destroyed Securities§ 72–16–62. Lost or Destroyed Securities   

 § 72–16–63. Execution of Securities§ 72–16–63. Execution of Securities   

 § 72–16–64. Interest Coupons§ 72–16–64. Interest Coupons   

 § 72–16–65. Facsimile Signatures§ 72–16–65. Facsimile Signatures   

 § 72–16–66. Facsimile Seal§ 72–16–66. Facsimile Seal   

 § 72–16–67. Signatures of Predecessors in Office§ 72–16–67. Signatures of Predecessors in Office   

 § 72–16–68. Facsimile Signatures of Predecessors§ 72–16–68. Facsimile Signatures of Predecessors   

 § 72–16–69. Repurchase of Securities§ 72–16–69. Repurchase of Securities   

 § 72–16–70. Customary Provisions§ 72–16–70. Customary Provisions   

 § 72–16–71. Sale of Securities§ 72–16–71. Sale of Securities   

 § 72–16–72. Sale Discount or Commission Prohibited§ 72–16–72. Sale Discount or Commission Prohibited   

 § 72–16–73. Application of Proceeds§ 72–16–73. Application of Proceeds   

 § 72–16–74. Use of Unexpended Proceeds§ 72–16–74. Use of Unexpended Proceeds   

 § 72–16–75. Validity Unaffected by Use of Proceeds§ 72–16–75. Validity Unaffected by Use of Proceeds   

 § 72–16–76. Covenants in Security Proceedings§ 72–16–76. Covenants in Security Proceedings   

 § 72–16–77. Remedies of Security Holders§ 72–16–77. Remedies of Security Holders   

 § 72–16–78. Limitations upon Liabilities§ 72–16–78. Limitations upon Liabilities   

 § 72–16–79. Cancellation of Paid Securities§ 72–16–79. Cancellation of Paid Securities   

 § 72–16–80. Interest After Maturity§ 72–16–80. Interest After Maturity   

 § 72–16–81. Refunding Bonds§ 72–16–81. Refunding Bonds   

 § 72–16–82. Method of Issuance§ 72–16–82. Method of Issuance   

 § 72–16–83. Limitations upon Issuance§ 72–16–83. Limitations upon Issuance   

 § 72–16–84. Use of Refunding Bond Proceeds§ 72–16–84. Use of Refunding Bond Proceeds   

 § 72–16–85. Payment of Refunding Bonds§ 72–16–85. Payment of Refunding Bonds   

 § 72–16–86. Combination of Refunding and Other Bonds§ 72–16–86. Combination of Refunding and Other 
Bonds   

 § 72–16–87. Supplemental Provisions§ 72–16–87. Supplemental Provisions   

 § 72–16–88. Board's Determination Final§ 72–16–88. Board's Determination Final   

 § 72–16–89. Issuance of Interim Debentures and Pledge of Bonds as Collateral Security§ 72–16–89. 
Issuance of Interim Debentures and Pledge of Bonds as Collateral Security   

 § 72–16–90. Interim Debentures Not to be Extended§ 72–16–90. Interim Debentures Not to be Extended   

 § 72–16–91. Funding§ 72–16–91. Funding   

 § 72–16–92. Publication of Resolution or Proceedings§ 72–16–92. Publication of Resolution or Proceedings   

 § 72–16–93. Failure to Contest Legality Constitutes Bar§ 72–16–93. Failure to Contest Legality Constitutes 
Bar   

 § 72–16–94. Confirmation of Contract Proceedings§ 72–16–94. Confirmation of Contract Proceedings   

 § 72–16–95. Review and Judgment of Court§ 72–16–95. Review and Judgment of Court   

 § 72–16–96. Purpose of Tax Exemptions§ 72–16–96. Purpose of Tax Exemptions   

 § 72–16–97. Property Exempt from General Taxes§ 72–16–97. Property Exempt from General Taxes   



 § 72–16–98. Securities and Income Therefrom Exempt§ 72–16–98. Securities and Income Therefrom 
Exempt   

 § 72–16–99. Freedom from Judicial Process§ 72–16–99. Freedom from Judicial Process   

 § 72–16–100. Resort to Judicial Process§ 72–16–100. Resort to Judicial Process   

 § 72–16–101. Legal Investments in Securities§ 72–16–101. Legal Investments in Securities   

 § 72–16–102. Civil Rights§ 72–16–102. Civil Rights   

 § 72–16–103. Liberal Construction§ 72–16–103. Liberal Construction   

  

   

 Chapter 73, Article 2. Ditches or Acequias 

 
§ 73–2–1. Right of Construction; Damages§ 73–2–1. Right of Construction; Damages   
§ 73–2–2. Condemnation of Lands§ 73–2–2. Condemnation of Lands   
§ 73–2–3. Taking of Lands for Construction§ 73–2–3. Taking of Lands for Construction   
§ 73–2–4. Preference Right for Irrigation; Obstruction§ 73–2–4. Preference Right for Irrigation; Obstruction   
§ 73–2–5. Ditch over Land of Another; Easement; Right of Servient Owner; Penalty§ 73–2–5. Ditch over Land of 
Another; Easement; Right of Servient Owner; Penalty   
§ 73–2–6. Ancient Ditches Protected§ 73–2–6. Ancient Ditches Protected   
§ 73–2–7. Ownership; Right to Water§ 73–2–7. Ownership; Right to Water   
§ 73–2–8. Management of Ditches Crossing County Line§ 73–2–8. Management of Ditches Crossing County Line   
§ 73–2–9. Acequias Declared Public§ 73–2–9. Acequias Declared Public   
§ 73–2–10. Ownership of Plants on Banks§ 73–2–10. Ownership of Plants on Banks   
§ 73–2–11. Community Ditches Made Corporations; Ditches Taking Water from Common Source§ 73–2–11. 
Community Ditches Made Corporations; Ditches Taking Water from Common Source   
§ 73–2–12. Officers, Election, Bonds and Vacancies in Certain Counties§ 73–2–12. Officers, Election, Bonds and 
Vacancies in Certain Counties   
§ 73–2–13. Vacancies in Office of Commissioner§ 73–2–13. Vacancies in Office of Commissioner   
§ 73–2–14. Ditch Elections; Votes§ 73–2–14. Ditch Elections; Votes   
§ 73–2–15. Failure to Hold Election; Calling of Special Election§ 73–2–15. Failure to Hold Election; Calling of Special 
Election   
§ 73–2–16. Disqualifications§ 73–2–16. Disqualifications   
§ 73–2–17. Disqualifications§ 73–2–17. Disqualifications   
§ 73–2–18. Pay of Mayordomo§ 73–2–18. Pay of Mayordomo   
§ 73–2–19. Mayordomo; Not to Lease Lands§ 73–2–19. Mayordomo; Not to Lease Lands   
§ 73–2–20. Mayordomo Not to Lease Lands; Penalty§ 73–2–20. Mayordomo Not to Lease Lands; Penalty   
§ 73–2–21. Commissioners' Powers and Duties; Mayordomo's Duties§ 73–2–21. Commissioners' Powers and Duties; 
Mayordomo's Duties   
§ 73–2–22. Acequia and Community Ditch Associations; Borrowing Money; Contracting Indebtedness; Security for 
Payment§ 73–2–22. Acequia and Community Ditch Associations; Borrowing Money; Contracting Indebtedness; 
Security for Payment   
§ 73–2–22.1 Acequia and Community Ditch Associations; Additional Powers; Water Rights Acquisition; 
Nonforfeiture§ 73–2–22.1 Acequia and Community Ditch Associations; Additional Powers; Water Rights Acquisition; 
Nonforfeiture   
§ 73–2–23. Reimbursement of Commissioner's Expenses§ 73–2–23. Reimbursement of Commissioner's Expenses   
§ 73–2–24. Maximum Charge in Lieu of Fatigue Work; Excepted Counties§ 73–2–24. Maximum Charge in Lieu of 
Fatigue Work; Excepted Counties   
§ 73–2–25. Persons Delinquent Not to Use Water; Penalty§ 73–2–25. Persons Delinquent Not to Use Water; Penalty   
§ 73–2–26. Actions for Collection of Assessments; Lien§ 73–2–26. Actions for Collection of Assessments; Lien   
§ 73–2–27. Community Ditches Defined§ 73–2–27. Community Ditches Defined   
§ 73–2–28. Acequia and Community Ditch Associations§ 73–2–28. Acequia and Community Ditch Associations   
§ 73–2–28.1. Acequias and Community Ditch Associations; Insurance Coverage§ 73–2–28.1. Acequias and 
Community Ditch Associations; Insurance Coverage   
§ 73–2–29. Improper Conduct of Mayordomo or Commissioner; Removal from Office; Temporary Appointment of 
Successor§ 73–2–29. Improper Conduct of Mayordomo or Commissioner; Removal from Office; Temporary 
Appointment of Successor   
§ 73–2–30. Duty to Furnish Laborers§ 73–2–30. Duty to Furnish Laborers   
§ 73–2–31. Failure to Furnish Laborers§ 73–2–31. Failure to Furnish Laborers   
§ 73–2–32. Disposition of Fines§ 73–2–32. Disposition of Fines   
§ 73–2–33. Duty to Work§ 73–2–33. Duty to Work   
§ 73–2–34. Common Labor; Failure to Work§ 73–2–34. Common Labor; Failure to Work   
§ 73–2–35. Obligation to Work Continues Until Completion§ 73–2–35. Obligation to Work Continues Until Completion   



§ 73–2–36. Duty to Furnish Laborers; Mayordomos to Superintend Work§ 73–2–36. Duty to Furnish Laborers; 
Mayordomos to Superintend Work   
§ 73–2–37. Penalty for Abandoning Work§ 73–2–37. Penalty for Abandoning Work   
§ 73–2–38. Labor to be in Proportion to Land Ownership§ 73–2–38. Labor to be in Proportion to Land Ownership   
§ 73–2–39. Duty to Furnish Laborers; Duty of Absent Landowner§ 73–2–39. Duty to Furnish Laborers; Duty of 
Absent Landowner   
§ 73–2–40. Failure to Furnish Laborers; Penalty§ 73–2–40. Failure to Furnish Laborers; Penalty   
§ 73–2–41. Indians; Rights and Duties§ 73–2–41. Indians; Rights and Duties   
§ 73–2–42. Blind Persons; Free Irrigation§ 73–2–42. Blind Persons; Free Irrigation   
§ 73–2–43. Bridges Across Roads§ 73–2–43. Bridges Across Roads   
§ 73–2–44. Payment for Bridges§ 73–2–44. Payment for Bridges   
§ 73–2–45. Persons Delinquent for Bridges Not to Use Waters§ 73–2–45. Persons Delinquent for Bridges Not to Use 
Waters   
§ 73–2–46. Mayordomo Failure to Perform Duties; Penalty§ 73–2–46. Mayordomo Failure to Perform Duties; Penalty   
§ 73–2–47. Several Ditches from One Stream; Joint Meeting of Commissioners§ 73–2–47. Several Ditches from One 
Stream; Joint Meeting of Commissioners   
§ 73–2–48. Organization; Rules and Regulations§ 73–2–48. Organization; Rules and Regulations   
§ 73–2–49. Distribution of Water§ 73–2–49. Distribution of Water   
§ 73–2–50. Neglect of Duty; Penalty§ 73–2–50. Neglect of Duty; Penalty   
§ 73–2–51. Not Applicable on Rio Grande§ 73–2–51. Not Applicable on Rio Grande   
§ 73–2–52. Spillways; Place; Work on Excess Water§ 73–2–52. Spillways; Place; Work on Excess Water   
§ 73–2–53. Degaguas; Irrigation from; Irrigation with Excess Water; Subject to Regular Payment Use Without 
Consent of Mayordomo; Penalty§ 73–2–53. Degaguas; Irrigation from; Irrigation with Excess Water; Subject to 
Regular Payment Use Without Consent of Mayordomo; Penalty  
§ 73–2–54. Joint Spillways or Degaguas; Use of Water Without Consent; Penalty§ 73–2–54. Joint Spillways or 
Degaguas; Use of Water Without Consent; Penalty   
§ 73–2–55. Joint Spillways or Degaguas; Use of Water; Authority of Majority of Mayordomos§ 73–2–55. Joint 
Spillways or Degaguas; Use of Water; Authority of Majority of Mayordomos   
§ 73–2–55.1. Water Banking; Acequias and Community Ditches§ 73–2–55.1. Water Banking; Acequias and 
Community Ditches   
§ 73–2–56. Change in Location, Extension or Reconstruction of Ditch; Consent of Water Users; Expense§ 73–2–56. 
Change in Location, Extension or Reconstruction of Ditch; Consent of Water Users; Expense   
§ 73–2–57. Crossing Lands in Reconstruction; Compensation; Determination; Procedure§ 73–2–57. Crossing Lands 
in Reconstruction; Compensation; Determination; Procedure   
§ 73–2–58. Appraisers; Oath§ 73–2–58. Appraisers; Oath   
§ 73–2–59. Appraisement; Notice to Landowners; Contents; Service; Return§ 73–2–59. Appraisement; Notice to 
Landowners; Contents; Service; Return   
§ 73–2–60. Report of Appraisers; Contents§ 73–2–60. Report of Appraisers; Contents   
§ 73–2–61. Payment of Appraised Value; Right to Possession; Forcible Entry and Detainer§ 73–2–61. Payment of 
Appraised Value; Right to Possession; Forcible Entry and Detainer   
§ 73–2–62. Appeal from Appraisement to District Court§ 73–2–62. Appeal from Appraisement to District Court   
§ 73–2–63. Change in Place of Diversion; Permit Unnecessary§ 73–2–63. Change in Place of Diversion; Permit 
Unnecessary   
§ 73–2–64. Interference with Ditch; Illegal Water Use; Penalty; Failure to Prosecute; Injunctive Relief§ 73–2–64. 
Interference with Ditch; Illegal Water Use; Penalty; Failure to Prosecute; Injunctive Relief   
§ 73–2–65. Acequia Commission; Created; Membership; Terms§ 73–2–65. Acequia Commission; Created; 
Membership; Terms   
§ 73–2–66. Powers and Duties§ 73–2–66. Powers and Duties   
§ 73–2–67. Legal Counsel§ 73–2–67. Legal Counsel   
§ 73–2–68. Per Diem§ 73–2–68. Per Diem   
§ 73–2a–1. Short Title   
§ 73–2a–2. Purpose of Act§ 73–2a–2. Purpose of Act   
 § 73–2a–3. Fund Created§ 73–2a–3. Fund Created   
Article 3. Ditches or Acequias; Special Provisions Governing Certain Counties 
 § 73–3–1. Officers; Election; Bonds; Vacancies§ 73–3–1. Officers; Election; Bonds; Vacancies   
§ 73–3–2. Compensation of Officers§ 73–3–2. Compensation of Officers   
§ 73–3–3. Officers; Election; Votes; Canvass§ 73–3–3. Officers; Election; Votes; Canvass   
§ 73–3–4. County Ditches; Duties of Officers; Labor; Distribution of Water; Accounts§ 73–3–4. County Ditches; 
Duties of Officers; Labor; Distribution of Water; Accounts   
§ 73–3–4.1. Commissioners; Additional Duties; Approval of Changes in Place or Purpose of Use of Water; Appeals§ 
73–3–4.1. Commissioners; Additional Duties; Approval of Changes in Place or Purpose of Use of Water; Appeals   
§ 73–3–5. Community Ditches; Laborers; Refusing to Work; Fines§ 73–3–5. Community Ditches; Laborers; Refusing 
to Work; Fines   
§ 73–3–6. Persons in Default in Work or Payments; Right to Use of Water Denied§ 73–3–6. Persons in Default in 
Work or Payments; Right to Use of Water Denied   

§ 73–3–7. Inevitable Accidents; Excuse from Labor§ 73–3–7. Inevitable Accidents; Excuse from Labor  



Article 4. MILL Ditches  
§ 73–4–1. MILL Ditches; Course Not to be Changed§ 73–4–1. MILL Ditches; Course Not to be Changed   

§ 73–4–2. Right-of-Way for MILL Ditch; Appointment of Arbitrators§ 73–4–2. Right-of-Way for MILL Ditch; 
Appointment of Arbitrators   

§ 73–4–3. Arbitrators; Assessment of Damages; Payment§ 73–4–3. Arbitrators; Assessment of Damages; Payment   

§ 73–4–4. MILL Owner May Construct Ditch on Award§ 73–4–4. MILL Owner May Construct Ditch on Award   

§ 73–3–8. Mayordomo; Failing to Perform Duties; Malfeasance§ 73–3–8. Mayordomo; Failing to Perform Duties; 
Malfeasance   

§ 73–3–9. Ditch Commissioner; Neglect of Duties§ 73–3–9. Ditch Commissioner; Neglect of Duties   

§ 73–3–10. Appeals to District Court§ 73–3–10. Appeals to District Court   

§ 73–3–11. Counties in Which Not in Effect§ 73–3–11. Counties in Which Not in Effect   

 

  

Article 5. Water Users' Associations 
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above. 

Effective date versioning not available for certain content such as court rules and Federal Sentencing Guidelines 

73 NM ST Art. 5, Refs & Annos 73 NM ST Art. 5, Refs & Annos   

§ 73–5–1. Water Users Associations; How Organized§ 73–5–1. Water Users Associations; How Organized   

§ 73–5–2. Certificate of Organization; Contents§ 73–5–2. Certificate of Organization; Contents   
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